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Laboratory for Research on the 
Structure of Matter (LRSM)

ñCollaboratoryò for Interdisciplinary Materials Research @ Penn

LRSM is host for MRSEC.
~60-Year, sustained, comprehensive Center garners University support. 



LRSM Missions

New Materials (Ideas)

Discovery & Innovation through 

Collaborative Interdisciplinary Research

Expertise & Leadership (New Knowledge)

Synthesis, Characterization & Modeling

Tools (State-of-the-art Infrastructure)

Shared Facilities ïIn-house & National Labs

People (Diversity) (Competitive S&E Workforce)

LRSM, Academe, Government & Industry 

Outreach (Partnerships)

Local, Regional, National & International

Translation & Transformation (Society)



National Laboratories / Facilities

Still advise but primary participation phasing out

ÅLRSM participated in creation 

of several national facilities 

over the years.

�ƒNeutrons at NIST, X-Rays 

at Brookhaven and APS

ÅIn addition, MRSEC faculty 

contributed to their design and 

raised substantial $$ support 

for beamline operation.

Paradigm Shift at National Labs:

Universities are less ófinanciallyô 

involved in facility operation.


